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June, 1951, Mr. Jones was assigned the Republic Indo- 
public health engineering consultant with emphasis 
and environmental sanitation. went under the 
the Technical Cooperation Administration further 
technical assistance program. Mr. Jones returned the 
Department Public Health October, 1952. 


health problems, problems confronting her 
and technical men and those technical 
out assist her, short presentation 
geographical, political, and cultural back- 
needed. 

Republic Indonesia consists 13,000 islands 

size which approximately 3,000 are in- 

This archipelago lies between north lati- 

11° south latitude, and 141° east 

The entire land area about 753,000 square 
area almost the size Mexico. However, the 
the chain are widely separated that 
Indonesia were superimposed one the 
States, Indonesia would stretch from the 
the east California the west and from 
the north Mexico the south. There are 
islands the archipelago, Sumatera (Su- 

Djawa (Java), and Sulawesi (Celebes), and 
two others, Kalimantan (Borneo), and Irian 

Guinea). The other islands which make the 

the nation are small and usually referred 
groups rather than single islands. 

island chain origin and there are 
Many active upon several the islands. 

this the central portions the islands are 
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extremely mountainous with relatively small coastal 
plains. the larger islands the mountainous interiors 
are many cases unexplored territory. Because the 
nature the terrain most the islands are charac- 
terized short, turbulent rivers descending from the 
mountains the sea. The climate tropical except 
the mountains where the altitude tempers the heat. 
Generally, the temperature ranges around 80° 
with relative humidity that rarely less than 
During December, January, and February 
(summer for most the islands they are south 
the equator) there abundant rainfall which varies 
with location from 280 inches annually. Some 
the islands receive rainfall during most the months 
the year while others have definite dry season 
similar that California. 

The principal agricultural products are rice, sugar 
rubber, tea, coffee, tapioca, spices, bananas, and 
copra. Vegetables and tropical fruits are grown 
limited quantities for local consumption, but the 
dietary staple the people rice. The diet the 
people low both caloric and protein value that 
there widespread malnutrition. This factor makes 
the people much less resistant the onslaughts dis- 
ease and considered major factor infant 
mortality rates. 

The population the islands the neighbor- 
hood 75,000,000 80,000,000. these, approxi- 
mately 50,000,000 live the island Djawa alone 
which gives population ratio well over 800 per 
square mile. Inasmuch large mountain areas 
Djawa are either unpopulated very sparsely popu- 
lated, the actual population ratio far excess this 
figure. 
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GOVERNMENT 


Prior World War this archipelago was known 
the Netherlands East Indies and was colonial pos- 
session the Netherlands. After eight years Jap- 
anese occupation and national revolution, sovereignty 
was transferred the nationalist government 
December 27, 1949. this time federal state was 
formed which was known the Republic the United 
States Indonesia and was composed seven states 
and nine independent political units. Each the states 
had its own central government and, adjunct 
thereto, its own health department. addition, the 
health affairs the nine independent units were ad- 
ministered the central Dutch government. There 
was little coordination the activities these various 
units. Then August 17, 1950, unitary state known 
the Republic Indonesia was founded. One central 
government with one central health department was 
established, and the beginning coordinated policy 
toward the health problems the archipelago was 
developed. 

The nationalists assumed control country 
state chaos, plagued crime, and nearly bankrupt. 
Indonesia was devastated war, occupation, civil 
and the earth’’ policy. Lawless 
groups guerrilla bands, trying secure change and 
their own desires armed revolt, terrorized the coun- 
tryside. The treasury was empty these years dis- 
organization had made impossible the normal exports 
which the past had made these islands rich. The 
average per capita income the people 1949 was 
only about $25 per annum. This compares with 
average per capita income about $1,500 per annum 
for the population the United States for the same 
period. The paradox people living poverty 
the midst wealth the norm for this 
area the world. addition, approximately per- 
cent the population illiterate and the disparity 
educational attainments among the different strata 
society very great. 


CURRENT PROBLEMS 


can seen from the foregoing that the problems 
facing the new government every field are stupen- 
dous. This true the field public health 
any other endeavor upon which the government may 
embark. For progress this field however, will 
necessary raise the standard living, educate the 
people, and offer them stability. 

Progress has been made security and safety 
through the gradual curbing the lawlessness cer- 
tain elements among the populace. Although there 
still some danger loss life property, law and 
order are coming the rule rather than the excep- 


tion. Schools have been established and expanded; 


program adult education toward literacy under 
way. Plantations are gradually being put back into 


eration and exportable surpluses raw materials 


needed the industrial nations the world are 


ing larger year year. 


CULTURE AND LANGUAGES 


The Indonesians have rich cultural heritage ex. 
tending back many centuries. Their religion 
marily Moslem with Hindu and Christian minorities, 
various times the islands have been overrun 
Buddhists, Moslems, Hindus, and others that their 
rich blending these varied influences, 
Their dances and pageants are based primarily upon 
the classic Hindu epics, the Mahabharata and 
Ramayana. 

There are over 200 separate languages used through- 
out the archipelago that intercommunication 
tween the various islands sometimes extremely 
ficult. Dutch has been the official language the area 
for more than 300 years and spoken and used all 
the educated people their native language. 
the revolution new national language, Bahasa 
nesia, has been declared the official language and be- 
ing taught all the schools overcome the obvious 
difficulties inherent nation where many 
guages are spoken. Dutch still used widely for tech- 
nical discussions the new language has yet serious 
deficiencies the professional level and the people are 
not yet fluent its use. English spoken widely 
among the professional people and governmental off- 
cials and being emphasized the schools. true 
among the educated classes European countries, itis 
not all unusual find persons speaking four 
more languages. 

HEALTH SERVICES 


The Ministry Health the Government has great 
responsibilities and meeting its problems with 
imagination and energy. Progress has been made 
toward the establishment effective, coordinated 
health service all the people the archipelago. This 
service necessity not only preventive 
health service, but curative medical service 
The extreme shortage medical and paramedical 
sonnel and the indigence such large portion the 
population make such bi-purpose program necessary. 
The Minister Health has cabinet rank and 
the functions his ministry the following: 


health and organize and supervise the 
istration public health services. 

determine the methods improving the health 
the people and apply those methods, 
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prevent and combat contagious and common 
diseases the people, such malaria, 
tuberculosis, yaws, trachoma, ete. 


provide hospitals, (general and 
those which scientific institutions and 
organizations for purposes the health 
and support the work existing similar in- 
stitutions. 


make and maintain contacts with foreign 
countries the field public health. 

organize and participate the programs 
schools for training physicians and other medical 
personnel (bacteriologists, midwives, nurses, 

make public health regulations, draft public 
health laws for presentation parliament, and 
supervise the observance these regulations. 


The chain command flows from the central gov- 
emment through the the regency, the district, 
the subdistrict, the village. Plans call for the estab- 
lishment adequate central hospitals the capitals 
various regencies which will staffed several 
medical specialists. The districts are have auxiliary 
hospitals which will care for the less serious cases and 
serve prevent overcrowding the central hos- 
with chronic Generally these auxiliary hos- 
are conducted qualified nurses (male 
and female) under the control the doctors the 
regency hospital. The subdistricts will have 
ambulatory patients can treated qualified 
under the direction the doctors from the re- 
hospital. This will cover the curative phases 
the combined health program. The preventive phases 
will rooted the village, and each village, suffi- 
large, will have hygiene center under the di- 
hygiene nurse for the purpose educating 
the people the village public health measures, 
leting data and vital statistics, and conducting special 
health programs. each subdistrict will lo- 
tated highly trained hygiene nurse give assistance 
the village hygiene nurses and coordinate their 
programs. each regency will located regency 
doctor who will charge all the health services 
who will assisted sanitary inspector and 
public health nurses. 


This, then the plan the health services which 


can completed ten-year period. Much 


training personnel, both medical and para-medical 
will necessary and centers for such training have 
been established. 

present there total 60,000 beds the hos- 
Indonesia which gives ratio one bed per 


1,200 people. Many the buildings used the health 
services were damaged during the war and 
and subsequent national struggle. The equipment 
hospitals, leprosaria, and other institutions 
either insufficient needs replacement and many'- 
has entirely disappeared. 


The shortage medical and personnel 
illustrated the following figures: doctors, 65,- 
000; nurses, midwives, dentists, 
150 pharmacists, total assistant pharmacists, 
650 total; and bacteriologists, total. These ratios 
were calculated upon estimated total population 
80,000,000. This shortage even more acute than il- 
lustrated these figures most the available per- 
sonnel live and work the big cities and many the 
doctors work only private practitioners. There are 
only three medical colleges Indonesia which will pro- 
duce from 200 doctors year. becomes obvious 
that the shortage medical personnel cannot made 
through local educational facilities but that many 
doctors will have obtained from abroad the ten- 
year program expanded health service con- 
eluded successfully. 


PRINCIPAL HEALTH PROBLEMS 


Reliable morbidity the various diseases 
throughout the islands not available be- 
the inadequacy the reporting. The mortality 
are much more reliable necessary 
have governmental doctor’s permit before corpse 
ean buried. the field preventive medicine, the 
diseases covered briefly below claim primary attention 
because their prevalence. Educational programs and 
preventive public health work aimed toward the reduc- 
tion these diseases have been instituted the Minis- 
try Health. Assistance being provided the 
World Health Organization, the United Nations Inter- 
national Children’s Emergency Fund, the United Na- 
tions Food and Agriculture Organization, and the 
Technical Cooperation Administration. 


Trachoma 

Trachoma found almost proportions 
the coastal areas particularly where there ex- 
tremely low standard hygiene. Attempts raise the 
standard hygiene are hampered poverty, malnu- 
trition, and lack education. 


Leprosy 

Leprosy estimated effect 70,000 people scattered 
throughout the islands. There are only leprosaria 
with 3,600 beds Indonesia. attempt being made 
educate the families the patients well the 
patients themselves the necessary care and pre- 
cautions. 
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Plague 

Plague endemic the Island Djawa. The foci 
have become even more widespread during the dislo- 
cation the war years. Here attempts ratproofing 
and ratproof construction are hampered the poverty 
the people. the event human cases plague, 
DDT dusting now being used for ectoparasite con- 
trol order limit the spread disease. 


Smallpox gradually being brought under control 
intensive programs vaccination and revaccina- 
tion. These programs are present fairly well confined 
the larger urban areas but plans call for their exten- 
sion throughout the archipelago. 


Typhoid 

Typhoid, para-typhoid and bacillary dysentery 
are also the subjects vaccination programs. The 
same limitation urban areas exists the small- 
pox vaccination program applies this program with 
the same plans for extension into other areas quickly 
possible. 


Venereal Diseases 

Venereal diseases have especially high rate 
incidence the large urban areas and particularly 
seaports. However, the incidence these diseases 
widespread and fairly uniform throughout all the 
islands. new V.D. institute has just been opened 
the City Surabaja the Island Djawa, which 
doing basic research these diseases. Particular 
emphasis being placed the differential diagnosis 
syphilis and yaws. 


Yaws 


Yaws estimated affect about percent the 


population Indonesia, about 12,000,000 persons. 


Extensive campaigns control the disease through the 
use penicillin injections are under way several 
the areas where the disease most prevalent. Plans 
eall for the extension these programs until all af- 
fected areas are covered. Educational campaigns ac- 
quaint the public with methods personal prevention 
are being instituted. 


Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis frequent occurrence and the sana- 
toria are inadequate handle all the cases. Wide- 
spread malnutrition contributes susceptibility this 
disease. 


Infant and Maternal Mortality 

Maternal and child welfare, because the high 
infant mortality rate 115 300 per thousand and 
maternity mortality per thousand, re- 
ceiving great deal attention. All health centers 


and are conducting regular programs 
maternal and child welfare, and powdered milk 
with boiled water and bottled sterile containers 
being distributed these centers those mothers 
need supplemental feeding for their 


Rabies 

Rabies particularly prevalent Djawa and has 
recently reached epidemic proportions Djawa 
(East Java). Most human cases are seen among the 
Occidentals and Orientals the Moslems consider dogs 
unclean animals and will have nothing with 
them. Stringent control and quarantine measures over 
the dogs the cities and towns, which normally 
loose great numbers, has brought the situation under 
control. 


Malaria 

Malaria takes precedence the disease primary 
importance. The three main types malaria, 
dium vivaz, malariae, and falciparum, are found 
here, although vivaz the causative organism the 
majority the cases. There are 
anopheline mosquitoes found throughout the 
pelago and these some are considered pri- 
mary vectors malaria. Djawa Timur and 
Madura there are two vectors major importanee: 
Anopheles sundaicus and minimus. The first pre 
fers brackish water along the coastal areas for 
positing and responsible for the heavy malaria mor- 
bidity rates these areas. The second oviposits along 
the margins mountain streams and the vector 
malaria such areas although these malaria morbidity 
rates are generally relatively low. 


The principle source sundaicus the 
artificial fish pond, constructed the coast and 
filled with sea water before being seeded with fish. The 
fish are grown size from inches and are 
harvested twice year. They form important and 
extensive source income for the people the coastal 
areas and almost totally preclude larval treatment. 
result this, extensive programs residual 
spraying with DDT were instituted early 1952. 
Initial observations indicated high degree 
morbidity rates. Thus far these measures have 
instituted only the worst the malarial areas, 
plans call for their extension all malarial areas 
the archipelago quickly practicable. 


Environmental Sanitation 


The level general environmental sanitation 


low. This the result many factors; 
poverty, ignorance, custom, religious prejudice, and 
the ravages the war years. Vector arthropod 


be 
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for example, the high incidence dis- 
directly traceable the multitude flies and 
the lack screening. possible buy full, multi- 
meal from street peddlers who carry their 
stoves and supplies about bamboo poles across their 
shoulders. The meal cooked the spot when 
ordered and the dirty dishes and silverware are casu- 
ally rinsed bucket water drawn from the nearest 
(cana) and carried along for this purpose. Night- 
wil generally not used fertilize the fields the 
unbelievably rich, but promiscuous defecation 
does pollute the soil. Vegetables brought into the local 
markets from long distances are usually freshened 
sprinkling with water from conveniently located 
Meat transported uncovered and unwrapped 
type three-wheeled bicycle rick- 
shaw). Refrigeration limited nonexistent and the 
dishes are highly spiced that impossible 
determine taste whether the meat used the food 
fresh. 


The people are desirous personal cleanliness and 
bathe least once each day. Through ignorance 
sanitation requirements and the lack proper 
facilities, the mass the people bathe, brush their 
teeth, wash their clothes and defecate the canals 
wed throughout the cities and country for irrigation 
purposes. Most the population rural, living 
villages scattered throughout the country. The 
houses most are simple structures bamboo with 
thatch tite roof. Even the more elaborate masonry 
found the cities are unscreened 
felt that cut out the breezes and make the 
houses hotter. Since flies abound throughout most 
the year this makes eating difficult times 
greatly increases the incidence enteric disease. 


PROGNOSIS 


The problems establishing and administering 
joint program curative and preventive 
medicine over such widespread area are tremendous, 
but they are being met with enthusiasm, intelligence, 
and ingenuity. The men who are charged with 
the planning and execution this program are having 
move slowly operate within the capabilities 
nation and their people. But never have met 
more anxious learn, progress, and 
make success their revolution than the Indonesians. 


One every two persons living today (in the S.) 
way found curb accidents which 
37,300 persons last year and injured another 
Safety Council. 


Dr. Gilbert Chooses Chairmen 
CCLHO Committees 


Dr. Roy Gilbert, Los Angeles County Health Of- 
ficer, the incoming president the Conference 
Local Health Officers, has 
made known his appoint- 
ments the committees 
the conference for the year 
1952-1953. The Committee 
Administrative Prac- 
tices, which the main 
committee the confer- 
ence, includes health of- 
ficers, five whom head 
study committees the 
conference. The new chair- 
man the Committee 
Administrative Practices 
Ellis Sox, M.D., San 
City and County Health Officer. succeeds 
David Frost, M.D., Alameda City Health Officer. 


The new chairmen the study committees are: 


Merle Cosand, M.D., San Bernardino County Health Officer— 
Disease Control and Laboratories 

Raymond Leer, M.D., Santa Cruz County Health 
vironmental Sanitation 

Clarice Haylett, M.D., Marin County Health 
Services 

Elwyn Turner, M.D., Santa Clara County Health Officer— 
Health Center Construction 

Saul Ruby, M.D., Placer County Health Officer—Maternal and 
Child Health 


ROY GILBERT, M.D. 
Los Angeles County Health Officer 
President, California Conference 
Local Health Officers 


The members large the Committee Adminis- 
trative Practices are: 


Elmer Bingham, M.D., San Joaquin District Health Officer 
James Moreland, M.D., San Bernardino City Health Officer 
David Frost, M.D., Alameda City Health Officer 

Everett Stone, M.D., Riverside County Health Officer 


The other members the conference’s executive 
council addition its president, Dr. Gilbert, are: 


Dr. James Malcolm, M.D., Alameda County Health Officer, 
Vice President 

Harold Chope, M.D., San Mateo County Health Officer, Sec- 
retary 


Public Health Nursing Course 


University California Extension Division course, Prin- 
ciples and Practices Public Health Nursing units), will 
given the Adult Education Center Sacramento beginning 
February 1953, p.m. This course one those required 
nurses who are qualifying for the California State Public 
Health Nursing Certificate the basis examination. The 
class will meet once week for three hours and will extend over 
15-week period. The fee for the course $27. Mrs. Eleanor 
Edgar, Box 204, Carmichael, California, will the in- 
structor and she interested hearing from nurses who may 
planning enroll the course. 
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Legislation for Rabies Control 
Introduced 


Proposed legislation change California law con- 
cerning rabies prevention and the control dogs will 
introduced the regular session the California 
Legislature January, 1953. The California Confer- 
ence Local Health Officers their recent meeting 
Fresno passed resolution supporting the proposed 
legislation and urging local health officers discuss 
with their community groups the principles behind 
this proposed legislation. 


Under existing law California there lack 
adequate basic control regulations. this State there 
are 365 separate units local government (307 mu- 
nicipalities and counties). result the lack 
uniform minimum standards dog and rabies control 
there are approximately 268 local ordinances with re- 
quirements varying from licensing dogs with en- 
forcement, adequate, regulations in- 
annual antirabies vaccination dogs. 


rabies control program will require 
adequate basic control regulations uniformly enforced 
throughout all 365 local jurisdictions the State. 
primarily due the lack concerted action the 
establishment and enforcement adequate local pro- 
grams that rabies has continued occur the State 
for over years. 


the period 1912-1951, nearly 22,000 cases ani- 
mal rabies have been reported the State. The dog 
the chief factor the maintaining and spreading the 
disease, constituting nearly percent all animal 
rabies reported. follows that rabies control consists 
primarily good dog control with proper considera- 
tion given the control the disease. 

Elimination the stray dog population one 
the major keys the eradication the disease. The 
elimination stray unidentifiable dogs also major 
importance the control livestock depredations due 
these animals. Dogs can effectively protected 
against rabies vaccination. Vaccination can de- 
pended upon efficient aid eradicating rabies 
for the disease cannot maintained resistant dog 
population. 

While the occurrence rabies dogs prime 
importance from the standpoint control, its 
rence species other than the dog also concern. 
The disease has been reported California coyotes, 
skunks, foxes, and bobeats. Cattle, sheep, goats, horses, 
and other livestock have also become infected 
with the disease. During the period 1925-1951, more 
than 730 cases rabies have been reported live- 
stock. Nearly percent these cases have been re- 
ported cattle and sheep. From information obtained 


from investigations, know that all cases are not 
reported. This particularly true those 
which there has been human exposure. probable 
that not more than one death eight due 
domestic livestock reported the health department, 
With this point mind, readily apparent that 
rabies concern the livestock industry, 


The proposed law for the establishment 
standards dog and rabies control the result care. 
ful consideration the problem the State-wide 
Rabies Advisory Council formed 1952 the State 
Department Public Health and composed 
sentatives interested organizations and agencies, 
some which are primarily concerned with adequate 
dog control because damage done livestock 


not necessarily rabid, while others are concerned 


with the eradication rabies and the elimination 
need for the sometimes dangerous antirabies 
treatment persons exposed rabies. 


1951, 58,000 dog bites were reported California, 
and each decision had made whether 
not give the bitten person the Pasteur treatment. 
This serious decision because studies South- 
ern California have established the fact that reactions 
paralytic nature occur the ratio one every 
600 persons given the antirabies vaccine treatment. 


Organizations and agencies represented the State- 
wide Rabies Advisory Council deliberations were 


Agricultural Council California 
California Cattlemen’s Association 
California Conference Local Health Officers 
California Farm Bureau Federation 
(a) Dairy Department 
(b) Livestock Department 
California Medical Association 
California Association 
California State Department Agriculture, Division Ani- 
mal Industry 
California State Department Public Health 
California State Veterinary Medical Association 
California Wool Growers Association 
County Supervisors Association California 
League California Cities 
School Veterinary Medicine, University California 


The group has attempted develop dog and rabies 
control law that would mutually agreeable and 
meet the interests all groups concerned. 
the proposed law drafted the advisory 
are the following concepts: 

Requirement that local governmental 
tions provide for dog and rabies control 
gram, and 

Requirement that these local control 
contain minimum 


Licensing all dogs: This aids the identi- 
fication the ownership the animal 


Pait, F., and Pearson, Rabies Vaccine 
litis Relation Incidence Animal Rabies Los 
geles. Am. Pub. Health, 39, July, 875-877. 
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provides index the dog population. This 
important point livestock interests. 


Maintenance adequate pound system: 
This would provisions for the pick-up 
stray and ownerless dogs. 


Vaccination all dogs allowed run large: 
dog ‘‘at large’’ under the definition in- 
cluded the law means dog off the premises 
his owner and not under restraint leash, 
chain, not under the control person 
who can reasonably expected retain such 
dog his 

The details administration, fees, and other stipu- 
lations may necessary desired locally have been 
the discretion the county city involved 
out the provisions the law. should 
that only minimum standards are being 
proposed and that these may expanded locally 
meet the needs any particular area. 

The proposed law also protects and way inter- 
feres with the effectiveness Act 384. Regulation and 
Dogs (Stats. 1921, amended). 


Unusual Pattern Polio Incidence 
State This Year 


When the current status poliomyelitis Califor- 
tia was last reported California’s Health, October 
issue, was stated that experience with 
this State indicates that the peak 
reached the last two weeks September. 
this pattern holds again this year should have 
reached the top the seasonal curve and would expect 
the weeks decline from now on.’’ The 
pattern did not hold this year and experienced 
tise incidence which persisted for more than five 
weeks that the peak was reached October rather 
than September. 

The graph compares the curves in- 
tidence month onset for the disease years 1948- 
(our most recent epidemic), 1950-51, 1951-52, and 
this year, 1952-53. The table below gives the exact fig- 
wes represented the graph. 


POLIOMYELITIS CALIFORNIA, MONTH ONSET 
1948-49—1952-53 


1951-52 
255 161 
868 
September 1,247 September 618 
November 824 November 875 
148 January 105 
6,059 


1950-51 1952-53 

123 196 
September 373 September 
306 833 
November 310 November 552 
December 191 
168 
February 

2,311 


Until October the incidence poliomyelitis was very 
similar that last year; then came the unexplain- 
able increase which persisted through November. Re- 
ports that have come for the first week December 
indicate the number decreasing. The total 
number cases reported from April 1952 through 
December 3,444. Even the high incidence the 


REPORTED CASES POLIOMYELITIS CALIFORNIA 
MONTH ONSET 


DISEASE YEARS: 1950-1951, 1951-1952, 1952-1953 
ano THe EPIDEMIC OF 1948-1949 


WOVBER OF CASES 


April) May June July august SEPT. OCT. Mov. 


MONTH OF ONSET 


late fall has not raised the total anywhere near the 
epidemic level 1948, which was 5,366. 

The pattern polio incidence California has 
never followed that the United States whole. The 
figures for poliomyelitis show record year for the 
Country whole. Cases cumulated from April 
through November show 54,064 cases reported. This 
figure considerably higher than that for the previ- 
ous high year for the same period which was 40,529 
1949. 


The chances surviving from one year the next 
are greatest ages 10, and 11. These are the safest 
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Lindane Vaporizer Use Opposed 
State Board 


Because concern over the ‘‘rapidly expanding and 
uncontrolled’’ use California electrical vaporizers 
for dispensing lindane insecticide food establish- 
ments for control flies and other insects, the State 
Board Public Health has passed resolution oppos- 
ing the use such devices. The matter lindane dis- 
pensers had confronted the board for some time and 
study the problem led the conclusion that lindane 
dispensers should used only under carefully con- 
trolled conditions not all. The State Board 
Health issued its resolution interim state- 
ment pending contemplated future adoption legal 
regulations concerning the use lindane. The resolu- 
tion follows: 


The California State Board Public Health has 
been deeply concerned over the rapidly expanding and uncon- 
trolled use electrical vaporizers dispersing lindane into the air 
food establishments and other places California; and 

The board believes that the protection the public 
health requires these devices used under carefully controlled 
conditions not all; and 

WHEREAS, this time adequate technical information not 
available the toxicity lindane, its rate absorption 
human lungs and food, and the range concentration lindane 
air that may expected result from the continuous evapora- 
tion lindane room any given rate; and 


WHEREAS, Without such technical information impossible 
develop program safe regulation the use such de- 
vices and 

The California Conference Local Health Officers 
has urged that steps taken curtail the present uncontrolled 
use such devices this State; now, therefore, 


Resolved, That the California State Board Public Health 
urgently recommends that electrical vaporizers dispensing lindane 
other chlorinated hydrocarbons not used closed spaces 
where people sleep, work where unpackaged food exposed, 
and that extreme caution exercised the indoor dispersion 
such chemicals any means; this recommendation continue 
effect until such time reliable technical information upon 
which base legal regulations becomes available and such regu- 
lations are adopted. 


Research now progress various places the 
United States determine more accurately the toxic- 
ity lindane, its rate absorption human lungs 
and food, and the range concentration lindane 
the air that may expected result from the continu- 
ous evaporation lindane room when dispensed 
given rate under varying conditions ventilation, 
temperature, and humidity. The board contends that 
without such technical information impossible 
develop program safe regulation for lindane dis- 
pensers and that the only plausible course present 


The California Conference Local Health 
their recent meeting Fresno urged that 
taken curtail the present uncontrolled use 
devices. Local health departments, while 
the objective good fly control within buildings 
supplement basic sanitation measures for 
tion fly breeding, have been concerned with the 
sible danger public health which the use 
vaporizers presents. great variety lindane 
pensers, many inferior construction, are now 
and some companies have advertised them for 
homes. 


Review Reported Communicable 
Disease Morbidity—November, 1952 


DISEASES WITH INCIDENCE EXCEEDING THE FIVE-YEAR 


Nov. Nov. Nov. 
Diseases 1952 1951 1950 
German measles 209 218 214 
607 472 870 504 
DISEASES BELOW THE FIVE-YEAR-MEDIAN 
Nov. Nov. Nov. 
Diseases 1952 1951 1950 
Streptococcal infections, 
resp. including scarlet 475 605 
TUBERCULOSIS AND THE VENEREAL DISEASES 


Nov. Nov. Nov. 


Venereal diseases 1952 1951 1950 
infections 1128 1346 1,773 
Tuberculosis (all forms) 500 583 


Median not calculated. 
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